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quite normal and even bright. It is generally felt that
if a, person is able to talk coherently and well, he must,
perforce, be intelligent.

This type of special ability has been discussed at length
by Healy in his textbook. He shows the misconceptions
that often arise in the courtroom concerning the mentality
of the mentally defective verbalist, as well as the serious
consequences to which such faulty judgments lead. We
may repeat very briefly the position taken in regard to the
influence which this particular talent exerts on psy-
chological examinations. Naturally, tests which depend
upon language ability would be well performed, thus
obscuring the fact that in other respects the individual
may be exceedingly lacking. Since Binet tests partic-
ularly involve the use of language, this becomes a vital
matter in the testing of school cases, as well as court cases,
for in so many instances the Binet tests alone are relied
upon for mental diagnosis. It is quite possible that
this ability, together with good rote memory, would
enable a child to maintain his position in the ordinary
classroom for a few years before he is recognized as a
defective with special ability. When reasoning and judg-
ment are required, the defects, of course, begin to be
apparent, and yet, from our own experience we know that
there are cases where the individual is accounted normal
by all who come into contact with him until a psychological
examination reveals the truth.

The negative aspects of this problem are more striking
than the positive ones, for without other abilities it is
difficult to see how facility in the field of language can be
practically useful; in most, if not all, positions in the
social world parrot-like ability to talk well will not suffice.
In consequence of their special gift, most of the defectives
with special language ability whom we have seen have
been socially dangerous; they have been able to impose